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For Immediate Release

Butkus Foundation Congratulates Butkus Award Finalists 
Chosen in the NFL Draft

CHICAGO – (April 26, 2010) – The Butkus Foundation, which oversees the Butkus Award® for top linebackers at three levels, congratulates the 2009 Butkus Award® winner Rolando McClain for being selected #8 overall in the NFL Draft by the Oakland Raiders.

In addition to McClain, the other four finalists for the 2009 collegiate Butkus Award were selected.  They include: Sean Weatherspoon of Missouri, Atlanta Falcons; Sergio Kindle of Texas, Baltimore Ravens; Brandon Spikes of Florida, New England Patriots and; Eric Norwood of South Carolina, Jacksonville Jaguars.  Four additional semi-finalists also were selected in the draft.  In all, 35 linebackers were selected.

“This is an excellent class of linebackers moving into the NFL,” said Matt Butkus, son of legend Dick Butkus who helps oversee the family’s charitable programs.  “These men have plenty of work ahead as NFL coaches place more expectations on linebackers for defensive leadership.”

Butkus said the 2010 Butkus Award selection process already is underway with seven returning semi-finalists for the collegiate honor.

The 2009 Butkus Award winners included: professional honoree Patrick Willis, San Francisco 49ers; collegiate honoree Rolando McClain of Alabama and now the Oakland Raiders; and Jordan Hicks of Lakota West near Cincinnati who will be attending the University of Texas. 

The Butkus Award is named after Dick Butkus, who is considered one of the country’s greatest football players.  Butkus was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1979 following an illustrious career with the Chicago Bears, University of Illinois and Chicago Vocational School.  Butkus and his son Matt want the Butkus Award to draw attention to the I Play Clean™ campaign (www.iplayclean.org) which aims to end steroid use in organized sports, as well as the Dick Butkus Center for Cardiovascular Wellness.











